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Socio-Political Critique.

Abstract : This paper examines the portrayal of women'’s experiences and challenges in the works of Arundhati Roy,
emphasizing her feminist perspectives. Through an analysis of The God of Small Things and The Ministry of Utmost
Happiness, along with essays such as The Algebra of Infinite Justice, Roy’s critique of systemic injustices like patriarchy
and caste is brought to light. Her narratives present women as resilient and capable, even in the face of significant
hardships, while addressing the compounded struggles arising from caste and class inequalities.

Roy’s literature highlights the intersectionality of caste, class, and gender, offering a powerful critique of the social
structures that perpetuate oppression. By addressing issues such as gender discrimination and societal expectations,
her works contribute meaningfully to contemporary feminist discourse. The study underscores Roy’s ability to portray
women not merely as victims but as active agents of change, navigating personal and systemic challenges with
strength and determination. Her contributions to feminist literature are both insightful and transformative, advocating
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Introduction - In modern literature the exploration of
women’s consciousness has emerged as a vital thematic
thread, reflecting evolving perspectives on gender
dynamics, identity and societal roles. Arundhati Roy an
acclaimed Indian author and activist, exemplifies this trend
through her works, which delve deeply into the lives and
struggles of women in contemporary India. Her narratives,
characterized by lyrical prose and incisive socio-political
critique, foreground the challenges women face in
patriarchal societies, while celebrating their resilience and
agency. This paper explores how Roy’s literature serves
as a medium for feminist discourse, particularly focusing
on the intersection of gender with caste, class and
environmental concerns. By analyzing key themes in The
God of Small Things, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
and her non-fiction collections, this study sheds light on
the ways Arundhati Roy articulates the struggles and
consciousness of women, providing a lens to critique and
transform societal norms.

In The God of Small Things and her essays, Arundhati
Roy highlights the struggles of women in a society that
values men more and punishes women harshly for defying
norms. The novel shows the unfair double standards women
face, where their mistakes or choices are judged more
harshly than men’s. Roy’s essays also focus on issues like
domestic violence, sexual harassment, and the lack of

economic rights for women, which she discusses with

strong emotion and clarity. Her writing not only portrays the

suffering of women but also their strength and courage in

challenging these injustices. By examining Roy’s works,

we can understand the changing role of women in India

and the connection between her stories and the real-world

struggles they reflect. This chapter will explore these

themes, beginning with how women are portrayed in Roy’s

literature and the challenges they face.

Objectives:-

1. To analyze the depiction of women’s consciousness
and struggles in Arundhati Roy’s literature.

2. To explore the feminist themes and socio-political
critiques embedded in Arundhati Roy’s narratives.

3. To examine the intersectionality of gender, caste, and
class in Roy'’s portrayal of women.

4. To highlight Arundhati Roy’s contributions to feminist
discourse and modern literature.

Arundhati Roy’s works highlight the evolving
consciousness of women, depicting their struggles for
autonomy and identity within oppressive societal structures.
In The God of Small Things, Ammu'’s resistance against
societal norms, as a divorced woman and a mother,
exemplifies the challenges women face when they deviate
from traditional roles. Her forbidden love with Velutha, a
Dalit man, underscores the intersectionality of gender and
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caste, illustrating the compounded oppressions women
endure. Similarly in The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, the
protagonist Anjum, a hijra, challenges societal norms
surrounding gender identity. Anjum’s journey reflects the
resilience and agency of marginalized individuals,
expanding the discourse on women’s consciousness to
include transgender experiences.

Arundhati Roy’s narratives are deeply feminist,
critiquing patriarchal structures and advocating for gender
equality. In The God of Small Things, Roy’s portrayal of
Ammu and Rahel reflects the societal constraints placed
on women, while emphasizing their capacity for resistance
and self-expression. Ammu'’s defiance against an abusive
marriage and her subsequent ostracism highlight the double
standards women face in patriarchal societies. In her non-
fiction works, Roy critiques systemic oppressions that
disproportionately affect women. Essays in The Algebra of
Infinite Justice address issues such as globalization,
environmental degradation, and militarization, revealing their
gendered impacts. Roy’s critique of neoliberal policies
highlights how economic systems exploit women,
particularly those from marginalized communities.

Arundhati Roy’s literature provides a nuanced
exploration of intersectionality, portraying how caste, class,
and gender intersect to shape women’s experiences. In
The God of Small Things, the caste-based discrimination
faced by Velutha and its impact on Ammu illustrates the
inseparability of caste and gender oppression. Roy’s focus
on Dalit women in her essays further underscores this
intersectionality, advocating for a more inclusive feminist
discourse. In The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, Roy
expands this exploration to include the struggles of hijras,
Muslims, and other marginalized groups, portraying their
resilience in the face of systemic oppression. Anjum’s
transformation of the Khwabgah into a sanctuary for the
marginalized symbolizes the power of collective resistance

and solidarity.

Arundhati Roy’s female characters are not merely
victims but agents of change. Ammu'’s choices, though met
with severe consequences, represent a defiance of
patriarchal norms. Anjum’s establishment of the Jannat
Guest House exemplifies how marginalized individuals can
create spaces of acceptance and empowerment. Arundhati
Roy’s portrayal of grassroots movements, such as the
Narmada Bachao Andolan in The Cost of Living, highlights
women'’s leadership in resisting environmental exploitation
and advocating for justice. Her feminist critique extends
beyond individual struggles to systemic issues, urging
readers to envision a more equitable society.
Conclusion: Arundhati Roy’s literature offers a profound
exploration of women’s consciousness and challenges,
blending personal narratives with socio-political critique. Her
feminist discourse emphasizes the intersectionality of
gender, caste, and class, portraying women as complex
individuals navigating multifaceted oppressions. By
foregrounding marginalized voices and advocating for
systemic change, Roy contributes significantly to modern
feminist literature, inspiring readers to critically engage with
issues of gender and social justice. Her works serve as a
powerful call to action, urging society to recognize and
address the unique struggles faced by women and other
marginalized groups.
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