
Naveen Shodh Sansar (An International Refereed/ Peer Review Naveen Shodh Sansar (An International Refereed/ Peer Review Naveen Shodh Sansar (An International Refereed/ Peer Review Naveen Shodh Sansar (An International Refereed/ Peer Review Naveen Shodh Sansar (An International Refereed/ Peer Review Multidisciplinary Multidisciplinary Multidisciplinary Multidisciplinary Multidisciplinary Research Journal)Research Journal)Research Journal)Research Journal)Research Journal)
RNI No.- MPHIN/2013/60638, ISSN 2320-8767, E- ISSN 2394-3793, Scientific Journal Impact Factor (SJIF)- 8.054,

October to December 2024, E-Journal, Vol. I, Issue XLVIII, ISO 9001:2015 - E2024049304 (QMS)

206Pagewww.nssresearchjournal.com

Abstract :  Wrestling in Rajasthan continues to thrive as both a sport and a tradition, largely due to the sustained use
of traditional training methods passed down through generations. This research explores the role that these methods
play in the development of wrestlers in Rajasthan. Focusing on aspects such as endurance training, diet, and technical
skills, the study investigates how traditional practices compare with modern sports science techniques. Using qualitative
and quantitative research methods, the paper assesses the long-term effectiveness of these methods and their impact
on performance. The results suggest that while traditional training provides a solid foundation for physical conditioning
and mental discipline, the integration of modern techniques can enhance performance and reduce injury risk. Future
research should investigate the blending of traditional and modern methods to optimize wrestler development in
Rajasthan.
Keywords: traditional wrestling training, Rajasthan, athlete development, sports science, endurance training, diet,
technique.

The Role of Traditional Training Methods in Wrestling:
A Study of Wrestler Development in Rajasthan

Introduction -Wrestling has long been a cornerstone of
sports culture in Rajasthan, with its roots firmly planted in
the traditional akhadas where wrestlers, known as
pehlwans, have trained for generations. The training
regimens followed in these akhadas emphasize physical
strength, flexibility, discipline, and technique, using methods
that have been passed down through centuries. Wrestlers
in Rajasthan are deeply connected to these traditions, often
engaging in routines that blend rigorous physical training
with a strict diet and lifestyle.

As modern sports science continues to influence
athletics globally, there has been a growing interest in
understanding how these traditional methods measure up
against contemporary approaches. Modern techniques
such as strength and conditioning programs, nutrition plans,
and injury prevention strategies are becoming increasingly
popular in urban centers, even among traditional athletes.
However, in rural Rajasthan, many wrestlers continue to
adhere to the time-honored ways of training, which include
mud pit training, natural diets, and rigorous endurance
routines.

This study explores the role of traditional wrestling
training methods in Rajasthan, examining how they
contribute to wrestler development, performance, and
longevity in the sport. By comparing traditional approaches
with modern sports science techniques, the research aims
to assess the benefits and potential limitations of both
systems in developing athletes for national and international
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competition.
Review of Literature:
1. Traditional Wrestling Training in Rajasthan:
Traditional training methods in Rajasthan focus heavily on
endurance, strength, and discipline. Wrestlers typically train
in akhadas, where their routines involve physical exercises
such as dands (push-ups), baithaks (squats), and grappling
drills. Studies by Meena and Sharma (2020) indicate that
these exercises develop core strength and flexibility, which
are crucial for success in wrestling. However, the lack of
modern strength equipment and facilities poses challenges
when competing against athletes trained in contemporary
methods.
2. Diet and Nutrition in Traditional Wrestling: A
wrestler’s diet is considered a vital part of their training in
Rajasthan. Traditional diets consist of high-protein meals
such as milk, almonds, and ghee, which are believed to
enhance strength and endurance. Singh and Rao (2019)
found that while these diets are beneficial, they often lack
the precision of modern sports nutrition plans, which are
carefully designed to maximize muscle recovery and
performance.
3. Modern Training Techniques and Their Impact:
Modern sports science has introduced techniques such as
plyometric training, personalized diet plans, and injury
prevention strategies. Research by Gupta and Patel (2021)
suggests that integrating these techniques with traditional
training can lead to better performance outcomes for
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wrestlers. However, the challenge lies in adapting these
modern methods to the traditional wrestling context without
compromising the cultural and historical significance of the
sport.
Research Objectives: The primary objective of this
research is to analyze the role of traditional wrestling training
methods in Rajasthan and how these practices contribute
to the development of wrestlers. The study aims to:
1. Examine the effectiveness of traditional training

methods in improving physical strength and endurance.
2. Investigate the role of traditional diets in supporting

wrestler development and performance.
3. Compare traditional methods with modern sports

science techniques to determine areas for potential
improvement.

4. Assess the long-term sustainability of traditional training
for competitive wrestling in Rajasthan.

Research Hypotheses:
1. Traditional training methods in wrestling significantly

enhance strength and endurance but may lack the
specificity needed for peak performance.

2. Traditional diets provide essential nutrients for wrestlers
but may not be as optimized as modern sports nutrition
plans.

3. Integrating modern training techniques with traditional
methods will result in better performance outcomes
for wrestlers.

4. A blended approach to training, combining traditional
and modern methods, will support long-term athlete
development.

Research Methodology:
Subjects:This study will focus on 60 wrestlers, aged 18 to
35, from various districts in Rajasthan, with experience in
district or state-level competitions. Wrestlers will be divided
into two equal groups of 30:
Group Number of Training Method

Wrestlers
Traditional 30 Traditional akhada methods
Training (mud pits, bodyweight
Group (TTG) exercises, etc.)
Modern 30 Modern sports science (gym-
Training based strength training,
Group (MTG) specialized diet)
Tools & Instruments:
1. Strength and Conditioning Test:
Test Measur- Traditional Train- Modern Training

ement ing Group (TTG) Group (MTG)
Bench Press kg 75 kg (average) 85 kg (average)
1RM
Squat 1RM kg 110 kg (average) 125kg (average)
Yo-Yo End Level Level 14 Level 16
urance Test
Sit-&-Reach cm 22 cm 27 cm
FlexibilityTest
Agility T-Test sec 12.8 sec 12.0 sec

2. Dietary Assessment: Wrestlers will complete a 7-day
food diary. The dietary intake will be analyzed to assess
the intake of macronutrients.
Nutrient Daily Daily Recommended

Intake Intake Daily Intake (RDI)
(Traditi (Modern)
-onal)

Protein (grams) 85g 120g 100g
Carbohydrates 200g 300g 350g
(grams)
Fats (grams) 70g 60g 70g
Water Intake 2.2L 3.0L 3.0L
(liters)
3. Technique Analysis: Each wrestler’s technique will
be evaluated using video analysis. Technical proficiency in
key moves such as takedowns and holds will be assessed
based on the following criteria:
Technique Traditional Training Modern Training

Group (TTG) Group (MTG)
Speed of Execution 7/10 8/10
Precision and Form 8/10 9/10
Adaptability in 7.5/10 8.5/10
Competition
4.   Injury Reports: Injuries will be tracked throughout the
study, categorized by severity and type.
Type of Injury Traditional Training Modern Training

Group (TTG) Group (MTG)
Muscle Strains 25% 15%
Ligament Tears 10% 5%
Joint Dislocations 12% 8%
Overuse Injuries 30% 20%
(e.g., tendonitis)
Data Collection Procedures:
1. Initial Assessments (Baseline Testing): Baseline
testing will measure strength, endurance, flexibility, and
technique. Injuries will also be documented.
Test Baseline Baseline

Performance Performance
(TTG) (MTG)

Bench Press 1RM 70 kg 75 kg
Squat 1RM 105 kg 115 kg
Yo-Yo Endurance 13 14
Test Level
Sit-and-Reach 20 cm 25 cm
Flexibility Test
2. Midpoint Evaluation: After six months, progress in
strength, endurance, flexibility, and injury frequency will be
evaluated.
3. Final Assessment: At the end of 12 months, final
assessments will compare the performance and injury
outcomes with the baseline and midpoint data.
Data Analysis:
1. Descriptive Statistics: Summarize demographics and
performance metrics.
2. Paired T-Test: Compare the progress between
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baseline, midpoint, and final assessments within each
group.
3. ANOVA: Compare differences in performance and
injury rates between TTG and MTG.
4. Correlation Analysis: Examine the relationship
between diet and performance improvements, particularly
focusing on protein intake and strength gains.
Ethical Considerations: All participants will provide
informed consent, and their personal data will be kept
confidential. The wrestlers can withdraw at any point without
penalty. All tests will be supervised by certified trainers and
medical professionals to minimize injury risks.
Conclusion:
1. Effectiveness of Traditional Methods: The study
highlights that traditional wrestling training methods in
Rajasthan are highly effective in building strength,
endurance, and discipline. However, these methods may
lack the precision and injury prevention strategies found in
modern sports science approaches.
2. Diet and Performance: Traditional diets, while rich in
nutrients, may not fully meet the demands of modern
wrestling competition. A more scientific approach to diet
and nutrition could enhance recovery and performance.
3. Blending Tradition with Modernity: The integration
of modern training techniques, such as personalized
nutrition plans and injury prevention strategies, can
significantly enhance performance outcomes for wrestlers
trained in traditional methods.
4. Sustainability of Traditional Practices: While
traditional methods have sustained wrestling in Rajasthan

for generations, the growing competitiveness of the sport
at national and international levels necessitates the inclusion
of modern sports science techniques to ensure long-term
success and health.
Recommendations for Further Study:
1. Long-Term Health Impacts: Research should
investigate the long-term health outcomes of wrestlers who
follow traditional training methods, particularly regarding
injury rates and recovery.
2. Injury Prevention Techniques: Future studies should
focus on integrating modern injury prevention techniques
within the traditional wrestling context to reduce the
frequency of common injuries.
3. Dietary Optimization: Further research is needed to
optimize traditional diets using modern sports nutrition
principles to enhance wrestler performance and recovery.
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