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Indian English in Flux: Emerging Trends and Newly
Coined Words

Introduction - Indian English is a vibrant and dynamic entity,
shaped by the country’s diverse cultural, social, and
technological landscape. This paper explores the emerging
trends and newly coined words in Indian English,
highlighting the language’s adaptability and creativity.

In an age of digital hyper-connectivity, language is
evolving at an unprecedented pace. This linguistic evolution
is especially observable in the ways younger generations
adapt and manipulate English in various socio-cultural
contexts. In India, New Generation G—loosely defined as
the demographic cohort born from the mid-1990s onwards
and marked by their digital fluency—demonstrates a unique
linguistic behavior. The members of this generation are not
only consumers of global English but also active producers
of new linguistic forms.
Linguistic Characteristics: New Generation G is
characterized by its engagement with global digital culture,
primarily through smartphones and social media platforms.
As digital natives, they are exposed to global trends,
memes, and slang, which they often hybridize with local
languages and cultural references.
Historical Context: Indian English has a rich history, dating
back to the British colonial era. Over time, it has evolved to
incorporate local languages, cultural nuances, and
technological advancements.
Emerging Trends
Influence of Technology: Technology has significantly
impacted Indian English, with new words and phrases
emerging to describe digital phenomena. Examples include:
1. Selfie (n.): A photograph taken of oneself, typically with

a smartphone.
2. Viral (adj.): Spread rapidly online, often through social

media.
3. Troll (n.): A person who posts inflammatory or harassing

comments online.
4. Cyberbullying (n.): The use of digital platforms to bully

or harass someone.
5. Digital footprint (n.): The trail of data and information

left behind by a person’s online activities.
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6. Bot (n.): A computer program designed to simulate
conversation or perform tasks online.

7. Cloud (n.): A remote storage system for digital data,
accessible online.

8. Digitally (adv.): Using digital technology to perform
tasks or communicate.

9. E-commerce (n.): Buying and selling goods and
services online.

10. Hashtag activism (n.): Using social media hashtags to
raise awareness and promote social causes.

Role of Social Media: Social media has played a crucial
role in shaping Indian English, with platforms like Facebook,
Twitter, and WhatsApp influencing language use. Examples
include:
1. Meme (n.): An image, video, or piece of text that is

copied and spread rapidly online.
2. Hashtag (n.): A word or phrase preceded by the symbol

#, used to categorize or make posts discoverable.
3. Influencer (n.): A person who has built a large following

on social media and uses their influence to promote
products or ideas.

4. Social media handle (n.): A person’s username or
profile on a social media platform.

Digital Lingo:
1. DM (n.): Direct Message, a private message sent on

social media.
2. Emoji (n.): A small digital image or icon used to express

an emotion or idea.
3. GIF (n.): A type of animated image file.
4. Livestream (v.): To broadcast live video content online.
5. Online persona (n.): A person’s online identity or

character.
6. Pixelated (adj.): Having a blocky or distorted digital

appearance.
7. Screenshot (n.): An image captured from a digital

device.
8. Vlog (n.): A video blog or video log.
9. Virtual reality (n.): A computer-generated simulation of

a three-dimensional environment.
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Newly Coined Words
Hinglish and Code-Switching: Indian English often
incorporates words and phrases from local languages,
resulting in unique blends like Hinglish. Examples include:
1. Bindaas (adj.): Carefree, relaxed.
2. Chai-wala (n.): A person who sells tea, often on the

streets.
3. Dabba (n.): A container or box, often used to refer to a

lunchbox.
4. Dhaba (n.): A type of roadside restaurant or eatery.
Other New Words:
1. Swipe left/right (v.): To reject or accept someone on a

dating app.
2. Lowkey/Highkey (adv.): Used to express a subtle or

intense feeling about something.
3. Savage (adj.): Impressive, fierce, or brutally honest.
4. Lit (adj.): Exciting, fun, or wild.
5. Fam (n.): Short for “family,” used to describe close

friends.
6. Salty (adj.): Bitter or resentful.
7. Tea (n.): Gossip or juicy information.
Examples of Newly Used Words and Expressions:
1. Digital and Pop Culture Derivatives: Words like

“unfriend,” “reelworthy,” “vibecheck,” and “ghosting”
have gained popularity through social media
interactions.

2. Hybrid or Code-Mixed Coinages: Many expressions
used by Generation G are hybridizations of English
and Indian languages, such as “Jugaadu” (resourceful
or street-smart person) and “FOMO ho rahahai” (I’m
feeling FOMO—fear of missing out).

3. Recontextualized Words: Words like “cringe,” “simp,”
and “flex” have been imported from global youth culture
but have acquired localized meanings.

4. Shortened or Stylized Forms: Abbreviations such as
“TBH” (to be honest), “IDK” (I don’t know), and “LOL”
(laugh out loud) are now part of spoken language.

Sociolinguistic Implications: The linguistic choices of
New Generation G reflect more than mere trends; they
indicate shifting cultural values and identity markers. The

use of such words enables young speakers to construct
social identities that align with globalized youth culture while
maintaining localized authenticity.
Impact on Indian Society: The evolution of Indian English
has significant implications for Indian society, including:
1. Cultural identity: Indian English reflects the country’s

diverse cultural heritage.
2. Global connectivity: Indian English facilitates

communication with the global community.
3. Economic opportunities: Indian English is essential for

business and commerce in India.
Educational and Communication Challenges: The
informal and inventive use of English presents challenges
in formal educational and professional settings. However,
linguists and educators argue that such developments
should not be dismissed as linguistic decay but rather
viewed as evidence of linguistic vitality.
The Role of Media and Technology: Social media and
digital communication technologies play a pivotal role in
the diffusion of new words. Memes, influencers, and viral
trends contribute significantly to the vocabulary of
Generation G.
Conclusion: Indian English is a dynamic and evolving
entity, shaped by technological, social, and cultural factors.
This paper highlights the emerging trends and newly coined
words in Indian English, demonstrating the language’s
adaptability and creativity.
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